Allan Charles Breslin
January 23, 2021

Allan Charles Breslin passed away on Saturday, January 23, 2021, surrounded by family.
As Sugar Magnolia played in the background, ‘Big Al’ left this world and began his next
long, strange trip. Though his life is celebrated, he is dearly missed by surviving family
including his wife of nearly 42 years, Eileen Breslin, his daughter Maureen Kloor, and his
son, Michael Breslin. Son in law Brett Kloor and daughter in law Vanessa Breslin along
with Grandchildren Colby Kloor, and Lincoln Breslin mourn his passing as do several
cousins, nieces, nephews, and numerous friends.
Big Al, Olé, Breslin, Dad, Grandpa, Brother, Friend, PFC, and even Counselor to a lucky
few (unlucky?), Allan was many things to many people. He was always happy to meet
new friends and dedicated to helping whoever asked.
Allan was born to Leonard James Breslin and Emogene Thorn Breslin in San Francisco in
1948. Allan’s childhood was a great adventure set in the misty, wooded hills of Ross,
California. He spent his time climbing Mount Tamalpais, fishing in Ross Creek and
swimming in the Pacific Ocean.
He attended High School at Redwood High and earned his Associates at the College of
Marin in 1961. Joining the Marine Corps Reserves in 1966 during the height of the
Vietnam war, he was extremely lucky to never be called oversees, though he felt guilty
about this blessing as he lost so many friends in combat. Allan moved to New Orleans for
the first time around 1968. He got work as a bouncer on Bourbon Street and dug graves at
the Metairie Cemetery as he began to fall in love with the city that would eventually
become his family home. Al returned to California in 1972 to finish his bachelors at
Sonoma State University and following graduation he moved back to New Orleans and
joined the New Orleans Rugby Club through which he met his wife, Eileen, and was
married in 1979.
In 1980 Al was working at Gorilla Construction when he and Eileen became pregnant with
their first child, Michael. He decided to go back to school, enrolling in Tulane Law School
and earning his law degree in 1986. First working at the New Orleans District Attorney’s
Office, Allan shortly changed his practice to criminal defense work and moved from the
Lower 9th Ward to Covington. In August of 1987, the family was blessed with their second
child, Maureen. Allan raised his family in St. Tammany, while he continued to grow his

practice and become involved in the community.
Allan worked until the day before his passing, fighting for people who needed someone to
defend them and offering a hand to anyone who asked. He loved to learn and to try new
things. He was constantly looking for any excuse to throw a party, join a club, or learn a
new skill. Some of his proudest moments were when he was working to help others, like
his Toys for Tots organization that donated soccer balls to Costa Rican children and his
numerous donations to Wounded Warriors. Recently, Allan enjoyed his certification as a
Louisiana Master Gardner, was very active in the Louisiana Democratic Party, and was
proud to go through the St. Tammany Leadership Program. Quick with a smile and a joke,
he lived a huge life, never leaving a room without making friends with everyone in it. It is
sure that he is doing the same wherever he is now, meeting new souls and telling jokes,
enjoying the new adventure he is on and making new stories.
Private services are planned, but memories are welcome at www.serenitycovington.com.
A public memorial date will be set in the future. In lieu of flowers donations to Second
Harvest Food Bank or charity of your choice are welcome.
Arrangements entrusted to Serenity Funeral Home, Covington, LA.
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The world lost a good one. Allan was so much. He transcended the monotony of
social norms and made day-to-day living seem cool. His outlook was remarkable.
He was such a character on the surface, but he was such a deep thinker with a
knack for understanding people and human experience. Allan was a guy that I
gravitated toward when we were in Leadership St. Tammany together. Allan was
wise and experienced and had wild stories. He spoke to me as an intellectual
equal and he genuinely cared about me. He encouraged me when I was down
and rose to the occasion when a friend of mine needed some legal aid. I do not
remember all of our conversations, but I remember how focused he was on what I
said. He knew when to joke and he joked a lot, but he knew when to get real. He
was a compassionate person and I felt like I could call on him for anything I ever
needed. In fact, when I didn't call upon him for help, he knew when to offer up
sound advice as if he knew where my mind was. Allan had incredible gifts which
he used creatively to help people and to relate to people. His smile and his very
dude-like demeanor were contagious. Allan helped me believe in myself and not
just in my character. He made it seem obvious and his delivery was so cool. He
would lead off with something like "Clearly, you're...." and whatever followed
sounded reasonable to believe. I would have loved to see him in the court room.
He had great stories and I loved hearing them. I do not think I can effectively
illustrate the true essence of Allan. If I were to try and describe that essence then
I would say that he lived his life the way he wanted to live and he handled
hardships like a California-Styled Cool Hand Luke. The world lost a good one.
Allan Charles Breslin was remarkable.
If I had the chance to tell Allan anything, I'd say... You're a cool dude and I'm
thankful to have gotten to know you when I did. You figured me out and dropped
life lessons on me in my language. Pretty far out, brother. Love you man. -Vic
Vic Moore - February 13, 2021 at 01:29 AM

MD

Maureen,
I am so very sorry to hear that Allan passed.
We worked together at the DA's office, and he was so much fun and so smart. He
understood people well, and that was such a gift. We stayed in touch off and on
over the years (mostly via FB for the past number of years). I just hate to think of
him not being around.
I send hugs and love to you and the kids, and I hope Allan's next journey is
fantastic.
Best,
Mary Jude Darrow
Mary Jude Darrow - February 11, 2021 at 04:28 PM

JG

As a Judge for over 20 years in St. Tammany and Washington Parishes, I have
never met a finer lawyer, person and family man than Allan. He always
represented a calm demeanor, was very moral and professional in his court
appearances and was liked by all his brother/sister lawyers, even when on
opposing sides of a case. I loved visiting with him out of the courtroom; he was
one of my favorite lawyers.
He will truly be missed. My prayers go to his family and friends.
Judge John W. Greene, retired
Judge John W. Greene - February 11, 2021 at 12:43 PM

DG

Deb & Tim Griffith lit a candle in memory of Allan Charles
Breslin

Deb & Tim Griffith - February 10, 2021 at 11:36 PM

RS

He was one of my first friends here when I moved to the Northshore. He had such
a great heart, the classic Irishman who never met a stranger. It was was my
honor to be his friend for so long. He will be missed by all of us who knew him.
Russell Stegeman - February 06, 2021 at 11:04 PM

AB

Dear Eileen, Michael and Maureen , I am so sorry for your loss. I have known
Allan since you moved up here and then during our years at St Peter’s school He never changed / he was such a loving and dependable person - as someone
once noted when you think of Allan you think of a bright Hawaiian shirt - prayers
for all of you !
Adrianne Baumgartner - February 06, 2021 at 02:11 PM

JF

So sad to hear this. My prayers go out to his family. I met Alan years ago, I am a
bail bondsman. He helped many people as an attorney and was such a kind
person, always smiling. I ran into him not long ago at the grocery and he said he
was still working what a great man, it was a honor to have known him. God Bless
his family
Jeanne Figueroa - February 06, 2021 at 11:00 AM

RP

Allan was a kind warrior that enjoyed life and Rugby. I enjoyed playing with him .
He was a great teammate taken from us too soon. R.I.P. old friend.
Ralph Pedraza - February 05, 2021 at 11:21 AM

Al loved music and rugby and cutting up with friends. It's true how you remember
weird things. I had my first craft beer - Purple Haze - from a keg at one of his
parties. Al and Bobby Urann traded out an open tab at The Boot with me and
Stevie Seville in return for sitting in as a mock jury for one of their classes. I'm
sure we abused that tab. He was part of a connected tribe of NOLA characters
that was always fun to be around.
Fran Thompson - February 02, 2021 at 05:21 PM

JT

I was Chief of the Criminal Division of the St. Tammany District Attorney's office
for about 20 years and during that time I dealt with Allan on a number of cases. It
was a privilege to do so. He was always completely honest and above board in
his dealings on behalf of his clients and by so doing was much more effective
than lawyers who used bombastic methods. I am saddened by your loss and
extend my sincere sympathies. Joe Tosterud
Joe Tosterud - February 01, 2021 at 01:01 PM

RS

Eileen, I’m so sorry to hear of your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you
and your children. Rebecca
Rebecca Sadler - January 30, 2021 at 03:23 PM

Allan and I were classmates in LST. I am so grateful we were in the same class.
He helped many of us see from perspectives other than our own. He was kind,
candid and such a fun guy. He also made a huge impact on my son, helping him
make smarter choices in his life. I am forever grateful. Sending lots of love to his
family.
Jamie Andrepont - January 29, 2021 at 04:38 PM

