Laura Cecelia Pauli Dicharry
January 13, 1918 - May 8, 2020

Laura Cecelia Pauli Dicharry, born January 13, 1918, passed away on May 8, 2020, at the
age of 102, surrounded by her family. She was married for 23 years to the love of her life,
Jacques Francis (Jack) Dicharry, owner of the Circle and Carver movie theaters, who had
an early death in 1965. Laura is survived by daughters Karen Dicharry Scott (David),
Patricia Dicharry Lemaire Mire (Tom), and Mary Ann Dicharry; by grandchildren David
John Lemaire Jr. (Allison), Lisa Roussel (Paul), Jacques Lemaire, and Amy Scott; by great
granddaughter Taylor Lemaire; and by numerous nieces and nephews. The oldest of ten
children, Laura is survived by sisters Esther Lacoste and Gladiola (Duddy) Carson. She
was preceded in death by her parents, Peter George and Laura Grennon Pauli; brothers
Peter George Jr., Edwin Charles, Joseph Francis, Norman William, William Grennon
(Sonny) infant Lawrence Valentine and her sister Catherine Rickelman. Before her
marriage she did clerical work. After marrying Jack, she became a Betty Crocker-type
housewife and stay at home mother of the 50’s. She took great pride in caring for her
family, her house, and her yard. She was an excellent cook, an ice cream aficionado, a
devotee of Coca Cola, and a card player. Born and raised in New Orleans, Laura was a
sports fan partial to local teams, especially the LSU Tigers and the New Orleans Saints.
She loved to watch Drew Brees and “the Manning boys.” She had been a parishioner at
St. Matthias, St. Francis Cabrini, and St. Ann before residing at Brookdale and at Colonial
Oaks Living Center, where she had earned a reputation for being feisty and for having a
very sharp mind. Laura was delighted to be recognized on her 100th birthday with the first
Centenarian Award of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Lopinto and his officers
brought a plaque and flowers. Officer Turner Barron made a touching “This is Your Life”
power point presentation. He also returned to celebrate both her 101st and 102nd
birthdays with her; they had developed a special connection.
She was loved by many and will be deeply missed by her family and friends. While not a
victim of COVID-19, her decline began during the resulting lockdown and isolation. Bingo
had been a highlight of her day. We are sincerely grateful to the nurses and staff at
Colonial Oaks Living Center for their care and attention. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to the American Cancer Society or American Heart Association. Due
to the current health crisis, the funeral mass at St. Ann Catholic Church and the burial at

Lake Lawn Metairie Cemetery will be private. Arrangements entrusted to Serenity Funeral
Home, Covington, LA. Condolences and tributes can be posted at
www.serenitycovington.com

Comments

“

Karen,
I was so sorry to hear of your mom’s passing. Please know that your mom and your
family are in my prayers.
Janet Yochim
Metairie

Janet Yochim - May 16 at 01:15 PM

“

I remember going to Aunt Laura's house as a child on Christmas night. She always
had her glass table full of delicious goodies! And her aluminum tree in her front
picture window!
May God comfort you in your time of loss!
Love,
Carol Dicharry Farbe

Carol Farbe - May 14 at 02:43 PM

“

A prayer for Laura and our love to the 'girls'. I have fond memories of Laura and Jack
with visits to Uncle Jack and Aunt Bessie's house. Later with Karen and her high
school friends.
The last time we saw Laura was at my little brother Noel's funeral at St John's
Cathedral. It is a fond memory for me of her remembrance of him.
Love - Jimmy and Eileen

Jimmy R - May 11 at 10:37 AM

“

She will always be a Beautiful Lady to me. She was MY MOM'S best friend!
My Love to you all.
Eddie & Patty Jackson

Ed Jackson - May 11 at 08:55 AM

“

Laura was a beautiful lady. I enjoyed talking with her. She was so alert. Told me she
had a wonderful life and enjoyed her family. May she rest in peace.
Pat Slemmer
(Saturday bingo lady at Colonial Oaks)

Pat Slemmer - May 10 at 08:55 PM

“

Dear Dicharry girls. I have such wonderful memories of your Mother and family on
Fountainbleau Drive. Weekend games of Monopoly ,good food St. Matthias, and Girl
Scouts.It was such a great time to grow up! Love and prayers to all the family. My
Mother and Ms. Dicharry are probably playing bingo together in heaven! Suzanne
LeBon Dorsey

Suzanne Le Bon Dorsey - May 10 at 06:15 PM

“

I knew Ms.Laura when she lived at Brookdale. She was a great lady. Always kind
and friendly. I missed her when she moved. All my prayers go out to her family.

PeggyMiller - May 10 at 02:12 PM

“

Dear Nary, Karen, and Patty,
What a fabulous life Miss Laura enjoyed!
Stopping by her room (after visiting my mom at Summerville), always made me
smile. Her wit, her spunk, and sharp memory made her fun to visit. I am sorry for this
loss and send you many prayers.
Sandy Doland

Sandy Doland - May 09 at 11:09 PM

“

Dear Karen, Amy, Mary and all of Mrs. Dicharry's Family, I am very sorry to learn
about your loss. Although I did not get to meet Mrs. Dicharry in person, I taught with
both Karen and Mary and learned about their precious Mom. She was an amazing
lady and was so cherished by many. Sending Healing Prayers and Love to you.

Candy (Kirby) Cranch, M.Ed. - May 09 at 09:11 PM

“

Dear Patty and Family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Please know that I am thinking of you and remembering
your Mom in my prayers. May she live in your hearts forever.
With Love,
Margo Duplantier Rhinehart

Margo Rhinehart - May 09 at 07:00 PM

“

Ms Laura, will miss your sharp wit and mind! The two times that stand out to me are
funny... 5yrs ago when I arrived to visit her with my beau, Bill, i introduced “ms Laura,
this is Bill “ and her response was “Dam well better be!” she never missed a beat!
The other time goes back to when Patty and I were in 6th grade and I went to their
house to visit... Party and I had been visiting and when we came back in the kitchen
and Laura was scrubbing my purse... she said it was dirty!! Patty was mortified, but i
sure had a clean purse!!! Also remember her washing the street and heard tell she
vacuumed her attic!! Will miss her lots, but happy to know she is reunited with Jack
after 54 years!!! Love and prayers to all the family!

Joanne Frey - May 09 at 05:25 PM

