Jon B. Ryan
August 6, 2019

Jon B. Ryan, aged 74, passed away on Tuesday, August 6, 2019 in New Orleans, La.
Jon was a resident of Conroe, Texas and Metairie, Louisiana.
Jon grew up using Sign Language (ASL) and began interpreting at a very young age. He
earned his Comprehensive Skills Certification (CSC) in 1964. He served as an evaluator
in several states for national evaluations of interpreters. Jon developed the first testing
materials for certification in Texas for the Board of Evaluation of Interpreters (BEI). He
worked for the Texas Commission for the Deaf and worked with the legislature on laws
and regulations for deaf rights.
Jon spent his last twenty years teaching deaf children. Jon received many accolades while
working in education. He was rated as an Exemplary teacher in the Houston Independent
School district. Jon's passion and love were his students.
He was member of the Krewe of Centurions in Metairie for ten years.
Jon is survived by his wife Pat Shehan and his great nephew Ryan Reed.
Jon is also survived by his sister Dora McHugh (Stan) and brother Francis Bourne
(Jenny). Jon has many nieces and nephews: April Lowe (Steve), Godson, Andy McHugh
(Shelly), Angela Fees (Todd), Bridgetta Firl (Leslie), Bettina Bourne, Frances Sue Grim
(Jason), Julie Lockhart (Matt), Mechaela Reed (Neil), Candus Reed (Wayne).
Jon is also survived by his mother in law Ethel Hanshaw, and Joyce Shehan. He has
many nieces and nephews that he was very close to from his wife's family.
A Memorial Service will be held at a later date. Arrangements entrusted to Serenity
Funeral Home, Covington, LA. Condolences and tributes can be posted at http://www.sere
nitycovington.com

Comments

“

I have so many great memories of my Uncle Jon. My sister and I spent summers with
him and Aunt Pat when we were young. He was our psuedo parent when our mom
died suddenly. We moved to Texas to be closer to him and Pat. I can't describe how
much he meant to Candus and me. He did so much more than is expected of an
Uncle. What a great loss we've all suffered.

Mechaela Reed - August 28, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

It has been many years since I last saw him. I still have wonderful memories talking
with Jon and Pat. My deepest condolences to Pat and family

Steve Weiner - August 25, 2019 at 01:57 PM

“

Uncle Jon Bourne Ryan enjoyed good and long conversations about different thingsabout his childhood, about hanging out with grandma Doris Bourne, about his work
at Texas School for the Deaf, about his days working towards the reality of Texas
interpreting standards BEI (wasn’t he one of the founders?), his love and high
expectations for his deaf students in the Houston school district, and many more. I
see him as a “quiet” pioneer in very early American LGBT movement. His fascination
with psychology was educational for me. I saw how Jon and Pat woke up during the
night to rock and feed baby Ryan. He was influential to my beliefs, thoughts, and
many more in the ways he had no idea how much. Thank you Uncle Jon, for your
love, for shaping my thinking early on, and for all you did for Deaf children via your
work. You were fluent ASL/English language user. With fondness and love forever.
Bridgetta Bourne-Firl

Bridgetta - August 24, 2019 at 11:59 AM

“

A Barbara Jordan Family Member has gained their wings. Prayers of comfort from
my heart to theirs. So many memories and so many moments that touched many
lives, both staff and students.

Kathleen Johnson - August 23, 2019 at 01:31 AM

“

I am so saddened by Jon's passing. What a legacy he left for all of his peers and
former students. As a former teacher at Barbara Jordan who was in his presence
daily I can attest to his true devotion, admiration and respect for all those who came i
contact with him. He will be truly missed! An angel signing away in heaven!
Blessings!
Kathy Bridgen

Kathy Bridgen - August 22, 2019 at 03:34 PM

“

Mr. Ryan was my former teacher and you have a taught me so much and really
made a difference in my life. I am deeply saddened by the news of loss. You will be
missed forever and always. Those special memories of you will always bring a smile.
I will never forget his kindness. I miss you greatly.
Carlos Caballero

Carlos Caballero - August 19, 2019 at 10:15 PM

“

I’m gonna miss you my former teacher. You are so amazing teach us about the
everything in school. Then you was my co worker but we are same in HISD. I’m
praying for you.

Euneal Bauri - August 19, 2019 at 08:51 AM

“

My condolences to the family, friends and students of Jon Ryan. I have always called
him “The Grandfather of Deaf Education”. This was a man who was very
knowledgeable of deafness and its culture. Extremely fluent in sign language. There
was nothing he couldn’t interpret or translate whether expressive or receptive from
LLD to a Harvard graduate.
His life was a testament of someone who gave of themselves to make this world a
better place for the deaf and hearing.

Tim Thorn - August 19, 2019 at 08:00 AM

“

Mr. Ryan was my dear co worker and awesome friend!! We share a lot and he was
one of the best person !! His kindness and wisdom was PRICELESS!! When I came
to HISD you made me feel welcome and at home and from that point our friendship
bloomed . We talked a lot about almost everything and we shared a lot . I will cherish
all the awesome memories we had !! Thank you very much!! I will miss you dearly
and it saddens me to write this but I know you are smiling at us!! I love you very
much!!
Dwight Jones

Dwight Jones - August 19, 2019 at 07:46 AM

“

My dear teacher, mentor, and most of all my friend, without a shadow of doubt, I miss
you like crazy. From a high school student Co-teaching with you had brought me to
where I am today. Since the news of your passing, Mr. Ryan I feel so loss! You and I
talked plenty of times, you’ve given me many tips for interpreting, teaching and even
modeling. There isn’t a day I do not think about you. When looking and typing my
action research for my doctoral degree, it saddens me because I have so many
question without any answers. We have never had an argument, disagreement, or
even a discouraging moment! I love you forever, and forever will miss you greatly!
Rest In Peace; until we meet on the other side of this earth!

Elgin Marks - August 19, 2019 at 12:36 AM

“

I have many memories of Jon, including driving me all over New Orleans, hunting
down ice cream shops, and on and on. Jon was an excellent cook and the kitchen
was his domain! He was a very caring person and will be greatly missed! RIP Jon!

Brenda Morehouse - August 13, 2019 at 11:49 PM

“

I am very sorry for the loss of Jon,he will be missed.Blessings

connie stevenson - August 13, 2019 at 09:19 PM

“
“

we will miss uncle jon so much and love him... Candus & Wayne &Ryne
candus - August 13, 2019 at 11:09 PM

Jon was one in a gazillion! He will be missed by his many friends whose lives he touched
with his kindness and wisdom.
Dianne Hunt
Dianne Hunt - August 15, 2019 at 10:01 PM

