Deborah Dessommes Blitch
May 10, 2020

Deborah Dessommes Blitch passed away suddenly at her home in Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi on Sunday, May 10, 2020. Beloved wife of John “Jack” Crandell Blitch for 48
years.
Debbie was born on October 18, 1951 in New Orleans, Louisiana, daughter of the late
Sarah Ernestine Flaspoller and Charles Auguste Dessommes. She is survived by her
brothers, Charles Dessommes, Jr. and his wife Linda, and Eric Dessommes and his wife
Tricia. She is predeceased by her brother, Robert Dessommes and his wife, Susan.
Debbie also leaves behind a large extended family who will cherish her memory. She is
survived by a host of nieces and nephews, great-nieces and nephews, and sisters and
brothers-in-law along with many Dessommes and Blitch cousins. Her nieces and nephews
spent countless hours with their beloved Aunt Deb on her Bay St. Louis pier, where she
patiently taught them to bait a hook, catch their first fish, check crab traps and to clean,
cook, peel, and eat the best boiled seafood anywhere.
Debbie lived in New Orleans, Metairie, and Celebration, Florida. She was happiest at her
home in Bay St. Louis, where she and Jack retired. She was famous among the family
and beyond for her skill as a hostess and cook and her ability to make everyone feel
welcomed and at home. She was a talented seamstress and gardener, who enjoyed
canning the fruits and vegetables she grew herself and sharing her bounty with everyone.
She played hostess and tour guide to countless family members and friends during Jack’s
30-year tenure at Disney World in Orlando and never tired of helping friends and family
navigate the parks. She was a kind, generous, and gentle woman who loved her family
and cherished her friends.
Debbie was a graduate of Mount Carmel High School in New Orleans and attended
Louisiana Tech in Ruston. She was employed at the Windsor Court Hotel, West Jefferson
Medical Center, and as a kindergarten teacher at St. George’s Episcopal School. She was
a founding member and devoted volunteer of the Louisiana Children’s Museum, a
volunteer at Poydras Home, and a long-time member of the Krewe of Iris. Debbie was a
member and volunteer of St. George’s Episcopal Church in New Orleans and Christ
Episcopal Church in Bay St. Louis.
Funeral services and burial will be private. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations

be made in her name to the Louisiana Children’s Museum at https://www.lcm.org/donate/.
A Celebration of Life will be held on a later date.
Arrangements entrusted to Serenity Funeral Home, Covington, LA. Condolences and
tributes can be posted at www.serenitycovington.com
Please be advised there are no services at the funeral home. Please contact the family
directly for flower or other delivery instructions. Thank you.

Comments

“

Jack am shocked to hear this news after re-connecting with ya'll last year. Our
thoughts are with you.

Tricia Noble - May 20 at 11:56 AM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Deborah Dessommes
Blitch.

May 19 at 11:47 AM

“

My deepest condolences to you, Jack and your extended family. Losing the love of
your life so unexpectedly. I’m truly sorry. I had the pleasure of meeting her just a
couple of times. I am deeply saddened that this happened.

Lidia Carr - May 19 at 11:32 AM

“

We had the luck to meet Debbie in Orlando and in Florence in Italy: even if the time
spent together was kind of little...we fell in love with this cheerful woman and she
knew it! We remember her smile, her intellect, her brightness and her ability to make
everyone feel welcomed. We are shattered like crazy and will miss her forever and
more. Our deepest condolences to Jack and to the Blitch family. From your Italian
friend, Sonia and Paolo

PAOLO FIORENTINI - May 18 at 10:58 AM

“

Hey, it's me. Just checking on ya.
I know you're doing all right.
I surely miss you.
love you........love you.
Bye........Bye
Your brother

Eric Dessommes - May 17 at 07:08 PM

“

Our Condolences are sent to the Blitch and Dessommes family. I first met Debbie
when my wife, Mary Pat was alive. She always spoke very kindly of Debbie and
Jack, and when I met them I understood why. Debbie was always a light of the party.
We are so sorry for your loss.

Joe and Wini Holt - May 17 at 03:27 PM

“

Dear Jack, I was so very sorry to learn from Aunt Blanche of the loss of your wife,
Debbie. Although I didn't know her well, I remember her as being sweet and kind,
cheerful and down to earth. I feel I would have loved having her as a friend. My heart
goes out to you and all those who will miss her so much. May God bless and comfort
you during this difficult time. With love from your cousin, Cathy, in Dallas.

Cathy Webb - May 17 at 09:50 AM

“

Jack, there are no words to express our sadness since your loss of Debbie. Even
though we didn't see each other often after your move back to BSL, we're so thankful
that we were able to spend at least a little time with you and Debbie at a couple of
your July 4th celebrations. She was a remarkable lady and I'm sure you know how
much we love both of you.
Please know that you will be in our prayers. Take care of yourself.
Love, Barbara & AJ Delahoussaye

Barbara Delahoussaye - May 16 at 03:05 PM

“

Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Blitch and Dessommes families. Aunt
Debbie, as she was known to us, was a precious person who we all loved and
admired. She was our granddaughter, Mia Dessomes' beloved great Aunt. MIa, Mia's
dad Sean (deceased), Heather, Tricia and Eric would spend happy hours together in
Bay St. Louis and here in New Orleans. They would often visit our home in LakeVIsta

for dinner and birthday celebrations. We all loved Aunt Debbie and will cherish her
memory and miss her so much. Prayers to Uncle Jack for God's comfort and to
everyone who will live life without her.
love,
Micki and Rick Robards
New Orleans
micki Robards - May 16 at 10:31 AM

“

Debbie and I went to Mt.Carmel together. The last time I got to see her was at our
50th high school reunion. Here we found out that we lived in Bay Saint Louis. I was
so excited and was hoping to catch up with her to remember our high school years.
But today I was devastated to find that she had passed away. My condolences to her
family. She was a very special person.

Doris Dauphin Green - May 15 at 04:45 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Jack and to all of Debbie's family and friends. Debbie
was always one of the most kind and down-to-earth people I've ever had the
pleasure of knowing. She always had a kind word, a good recipe and loving heart.
You will be fondly remembered by all. Richard and I will make a donation to the
Children's Museum in your honor.

Sandra Sigur - May 15 at 10:25 AM

“

Debbie was da best!!! Loved by all because she was so good!! We planted trees for her so
her goodness to others can be shared!!!
Carol V Thompson - May 15 at 12:09 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Deborah Dessommes
Blitch.

May 15 at 09:53 AM

“

Much love, many prayers and so many memories over the years. We pray that God
will bless her whole family in this time of grief and bring peace until we all rejoice
again in heaven. Gary, Joanne, Pat and Michael Ault

Gary Ault - May 15 at 09:48 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the Blitch and Dessommes families. Although I can't
remember ever having met Deborah, I understand the loss and grief for those left
behind. Paul Vogt-----Abita

Paul Vogt - May 15 at 09:36 AM

“

2 files added to the album With the Mitchells

Peggy Mitchell - May 15 at 08:00 AM

“

I will always remember Aunt Debbie’s kindness and hospitality when she took us to
Disneyworld. She was so fun, easeful, and generous, and had boundless patience
with us as whiny/argumentative teens. And I loved that she told me to call her Aunt
Debbie instead of Miss Debbie.
She was such a great lady, strong and kind.
My heart is very sad for her loss will be felt so deeply for so many.

Angelle St.Pierre - May 14 at 08:45 PM

“

We will always remember Deb for her generous and kind heart. Our fondest memory
was July 4th 2004 in Bay St. Louis. RIP Deborah our hearts are sad....

Lesley Mitchell - May 14 at 01:58 PM

“

Jack: We will miss Debbie; she was an absolute pleasure to know. Our sincere
condolences to you and her extended family. She kept us smiling whenever we
spoke with her and our "over the fence" backyard conversations will be truly missed.
God bless.
Bob and Marilyn Lobrano

Robert Lobrano - May 14 at 10:43 AM

“

1 file added to the album With the Mitchells

Peggy Mitchell - May 14 at 09:27 AM

“
“

Lesley Mitchell - May 14 at 01:59 PM

One of Debbie's many gifts was her ability to put others at ease...in both good and sad
times. I can't help but hear her guiding us through this goodbye with grace. We will miss
her.
Catherine and Richard
Catherine Moulton - May 14 at 07:31 PM

“

Jack, My condolances are with you and her family. I use to see Debbie at Heber's house
and with her Aunt Andy a long time ago. She was very nice.
Robert Dessommes Jr.
Robert Dessommes, Jr - May 15 at 11:36 AM

“

Jack. my deepest condolences. Her life is a witness to me and so many others. I pray to
her for the gift to love life as she did. I also pray for you during this time. Thank you for
sharing time with me - Sr. Beth Mouch
Sr. Beth Mouch - May 15 at 11:45 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss, Jack, and of course all her wonderful family. One of my best
memories of Debbie is actually a borrowed one from my dad (her first cousin, Mike). He
used to laugh about how when they were kids, Debbie liked to run around in her tutu
practicing ballet. Even though I only knew her as an adult this planted a vivid image in my
mind of her that remains to this day and makes perfect sense. She really was an amazing
and bubbly person and she had a way of dancing through everyone's lives and making
everything feel that much more fun and bright. I will miss her.
Marie Dessommes - May 19 at 12:41 PM

